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From the Head

There are several signs of spring 
already starting to show around 
our school site as we approach 
the end of January. It seems hard 
to believe that we have already 
reached the end of our third 
week of term and that it will 
soon be February. I hope that 
you enjoy this edition of The 
Week, which again showcases 
some of the wonderful work 
created by our children and 
their achievements. 

The school community enjoyed 
Mr Lapthorn’s wonderful 
assembly about the history of 
Junior King’s this week. I am 
sure that everyone appreciated 
seeing the archive photos of the 
school buildings and grounds, 
which are so loved by us all. I 
am immensely grateful to Mr 
and Mrs Edmonds for their 
contributions to this assembly 
too. 

The staff and I are very proud 
of the Year 8 pupils who took 
part in The King’s School 
Scholarship assessments for 
Design Technology, Art, Music 
and Drama this week, as well 
as those who took our 11+ 
scholarship assessments. They 
have all worked extremely hard.

This week, we have said farewell 
and thank you to Mrs Willatts, 
who has been a fantastic Drama 
teacher and an inspirational 
force in her department. She will 
be much missed by pupils and 
staff and we wish her every luck 
in her exciting new role working 
for the Institute of Cultural 
and Creative Industries at the 
University of Kent.

I wish you all a very good 
weekend.

Well done to everyone who took part in last week’s challenge: making 
Scottish shortbread in celebration of Robert Burns. These examples look 
absolutely delicious.

Sophie (5S)

Emma (5S)Emma (5S)

Olivia (7D)

Mr Stonier

Sasha (6R) and Serena (4M)
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Our Week in Online Learning

Year 6 take on Aboriginal art. Lovely work here by Lydia S (6M), Kit (6R), Honor (6R) and Ozzy (6M).

Year 1 have been learning about life in and around castles. One of their 
tasks this week was to design a coat of arms. Luca painted his, while 
Isabella’s design included a shell: a nod to her hometown by the seaside.

Ennio has been working really hard 
at home doing special exercises 
to build his muscles to help him 
operate his “robotic” arm. Ennio can 
now hold things with his new arm. 
Well done Ennio, your Nursery 
friends are so proud of you!
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Our Week in Online Learning

Year 6 have been designing their very own seal rings in Latin. They have been learning through translation work 
that rings with a seal on the top were used to sign contracts on wax tablets in Ancient Rome. We’ve had some 
really imaginative work in! Designs here by Madhu, Yurino and Tom.

Nursery have been investigating ice this week. Having 
explored the icy puddles around school on Monday, 
they conducted their own ice experiments through the 
week. They poured salt onto big ice cubes from the 
freezer to hear them crackle and trickled paint through 
the icy cracks and watched it spread. They also filled 
containers with water and placed objects inside before 
leaving them out overnight. When we arrived at school 
the next day the pots were frozen solid!

Maia played the piano live for Year 1 over Teams this 
week. Well done on a superb performance, Maia.

Here’s Juno, working on 
completing some of the life skill 
challenges set for Year 3!
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Our Week in Online Learning

Gymnastics – A Sonnet

Flipping and spinning is my favourite thing 
Balancing on the beam can be quite hard 
But landing in the wrong way can really sting 
So I have to keep my bones and poise on guard  
Floor routines make me shine for my long strides 
Round offs and back flicks can push my limits  
So I stay focused and follow my guides 
The swinging bars and vault I’ve mastered not  
Fear not for what’s life without a challenge  
Competitions always make the gymnasts hot 
Exhibitions showcase gymnasts’ talent  
Now let’s talk about the stunning costumes. 
Glittery leotards add to the aesthetics  
This and more is why I love gymnastics 

Kimora (7C)

Nature’s Glory – A Sonnet

Dappled sunlight shines down through the verdure 
Bright green hues create a mirage of light 
The sun beams down from the sky obscured 
The separate rays come down with a might 
The beautiful scenery reassures 
Flowing water leaps like an elated child 
How could glorious nature break the laws 
Its effect on our souls so strong not mild 
What divine majesty is behind this? 
Who blesses each of us with such grandeur 
Nature’s transcendent splendour causes bliss 
Flowers’ petals leave such fragrant odours 
I am so grateful for this harmony 
Nature brings us peace and new unity

Jake (7C)

Popcorn Paddy – A Sonnet

The chicken that I love is Popcorn Paddy 
Rooster of the pack he was, bad, but strong 
He would attack, hurt, he was the baddy 
I knew when we gave him away it was wrong 
He was father to 4 chicks, he was the Dad 
Muffin, Maggie, Neve, Waffle; his brood 
He put up a fight when he had to leave 
It put him in a very grumpy mood 
In the car he sat still, quiet, but he grieved 
In the box he lay, him pecking away 
In the new coop he strutted and clucked 
By the sea it was, filled with warm gold hay 
Back at his old house, the others were sad 
But in his new home, he wasn’t as bad! 

Edward (7D)

 The Best Football Team (Arsenal) – A Sonnet

Arteta is the manager of us,  
Auba is our captain he is our core. 
Against Arsenal they will park the bus, 
But Smith Rowe and Lacazette they will score. 
Arse-Nal the team that plays in red and white. 
Their defenders they think they have the pace, 
Saka runs past them like flying a kite. 
Ceballos, he creates a lot of space. 
They even have a gold PL trophy, 
Cause they went a season without a loss, 
And when I found out I was filled with glee, 
During that time Wenger was Arse-Nal’s boss. 
Arsenal are the best they were the theme, 
They are the gunners and my favourite team.

Bayo (7C)

Members of Year 7 have been learning about Shakespearean sonnets in English and composing their own pieces. 
Examples of some of the fantastic work produced below.
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Our Week in Online Learning

Year 2 have been learning about Sikhism this week. Unable to visit the impressive Guru Nanak Darbar Gurdwara 
in Gravesend, pupils have watched a video about it. Mrs Stonier explained that when visiting the Gurdwara you 
would take off your shoes, put on a headscarf and wash your hands, which Gabrielle did before watching the 
video. Year 2 have also done observational drawings of the Gurdwara and made their own Nishan Sahib (Sikh 
flag), drawing the Khanda symbol on carefully.

Year 5 have been doing a design 
challenge in DT, trying to build the 
tallest tower possible using only 
10 sheets of A4 paper. Great to see 
pupils thinking outside the box 
and getting creative with limited 
resources!

Reception have been learning about penguins this week. They’ve made 
penguin puzzles, moved like penguins and looked at how penguins grow. 
William even found a photo from when he actually saw some penguins. 
In phonics, the class had to decode a secret message. Sophia was very 
proud when she solved it!

Q
: W

hat 
is a group of penguins called? 

A: A waddle!
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Our Week in Online Learning

Kayesha read a poem at home called ‘The Magic Box’ by Kit Wright and 
was inspired to write her own version.

Kayesha’s poem

I will put in my box... My Dad’s hat while walking down the street  
 tipping the top 
 The shiny eggs of a golden goose 
 The triumphant taste of delicious nachos
I will put in my box... A scarecrow with a beating heart 
 A sip of water from deep in the Himalayas 
 A special sparkle from Santa’s magical hat
I will put in my box... Three love letters written in the reddest ink 
 The last howl from a wild monkey 
 The first ripe apple from the first ever tree
I will put in my box... A thirteenth month, a black moon 
 A dog eating hay and a horse with a bone
My box is made from galaxies of stars so bright you have to look 
away, with rainbow candy canes in the corners and hinges made of 
the stickiest bubblegum.
I shall ride through my box on a hoverboard across fairy gardens 
and palace courtyards then arrive in a meadow of lush green grass 
the colour of limes.

Here is an imaginative story written 
by Olivia (Year 1). After listening 
to a poem about an old castle on 
a hill, the children were asked to 
imagine that they were visiting 
an old tumbledown castle when 
suddenly...

In DT, Years 7 and 8 have been designing and constructing phone stands.

http://www.junior-kings.co.uk
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Our Week in Online Learning

Following the gadgets they designed last week, Mrs Pattinson’s Year 6 English set were tasked with writing 
persuasive pieces to convince people to buy them.

The Super Machine (Daniela, 6M)

Buy it now! What are you waiting for? The new 
Super Machine is out ready to be sold! Don’t 
stay at your mundane home all day, instead go 
on an adventure, mission or trip! If you are an 
adventurous and mischievous person then this 
will sure be a treat! 

The Super Machine has a host of impressive 
features containing three special multi-coloured 
buttons that can turn the Super Machine into a 
plane, car and even a submarine! Don’t you ever 
worry about being hungry; we have got you 
covered with a bonus mini fridge where you can 
store your refreshing drinks and delicious food! 
You can rest your legs in the finest velvet seat 
which has lifejackets underneath and parachutes 
for any necessary evacuation. 

The Machine has an emergency button which 
is guaranteed to help you make a quick escape 
as well as keeping you safe in the process. 
You can communicate with the HQ and all 
available numbers. The Super Machine has a 
handprint access so you do not have to worry 
about the Machine getting into the wrong 
hands! As another bonus The Super Machine 
owns convertible stairs (that are controlled by 
using the lever on the Machine’s steel desk). 
Now, listen to what Jeff Bezos has to say about 
this magnificent invention: “I find this machine 
absolutely wonderful and it was definitely 
worth the money, I can’t wait to have sublime 
adventures with this Super Machine!”

The Super Machine is out now and is selling 
worldwide! Find it in any high-end vehicle shop 
and buy it as quick as you can! It has a special 
10% discount so get this now and you will not 
regret it at all. You can boast about it to all of 
your friends and have endless adventures in it.

The Super Spy Watch 2000 (Lizzie, 6M)

Are you a spy looking for the latest, state-of-the-art  
gadgets? If so, the new Super Spy Watch 2000 
is mandatory! Don’t be the only spy abandoned 
and not able to communicate with your fellow 
agents back at HQ.

The SSW 2000 is the must have gadget for all 
spies, it has worldwide access so you will never 
be lost and not able to contact Headquarters. This 
remarkable gadget has an unbreakable screen so 
even the clumsiest of spies won’t be able to break 
it, additionally it has a secret lock picker.

This model watch works both underwater, and 
in outer space! The Super Spy Watch 2000 has the 
added bonus of a secret tranquiliser dart which 
is guaranteed to leave your enemies stunned, 
but with no serious after effects.

Perhaps the key reason for purchasing this 
gadget is that if you were worried about someone 
stealing it, worry no more! This crucial gadget 
has fingerprint recognition, so only YOU can get 
into it! 

Don’t just take our word for it though, here is 
what James Bond (international spy) has to say 
about this must have watch: ’I believed that I 
had all of the contraptions that I required, until 
Q designed this remarkable gadget, five stars!!’ 

The SSW 2000 comes with a free charger and 
watch strap. Buy now, from all good spy shops, 
or visit www.awesomespystuff.com for more 
colours and designs.
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What are you looking forward to 
this academic year in PSHE?

This term my main focus is to put a 
smile on our students’ faces. Their 
wellbeing is paramount to our 
determination to make them feel 
special and loved. My long term 
plan is to continue the amazing 
work that the Junior King’s family 
has done so far: to create a strong 
community with confident and 
resilient children that hope to take 
part in making a better world.

As one of our new PSHE 
coordinators, what are your aims 
for PSHE provision going into this 
term?

I have been very fortunate to have 
the opportunity to contribute to 
the PSHE curriculum as one of the 
coordinators. PSHE has always 
been key in my teaching career 
and I have always aimed to inspire 
and support my students and 
colleagues alike.

Meet the staff: Mrs Bonilla-Fernández, PSHE Coordinator

¡Hola! My name is Mrs Bonilla-Fernández and I have had the honour of 
being a teacher for the last 21 years. In my free time I love spending time 
with my family and friends and I am a keen traveller and passionate 
linguist. I have been teaching at Junior King’s since November and 
I couldn’t be happier. I teach Spanish and French to Years 5 to 8 and 
English to Year 8. Among my favourite roles is having the privilege to 
be form tutor to a fantastic group of Year 7s.

http://www.junior-kings.co.uk
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On this FridayWeekly Challenge

Flashback Friday

Where in the World

Poem of the Week

On this day in 1595, William 
Shakespeare’s play Romeo and 
Juliet is thought to have been first 
performed. It was later published 
in print in 1597.

Your challenge for this week is 
to photograph or draw the most 
interesting thing you see when you 
go outside. Really look around you 
and enjoy what’s in front of you. 
Send your interesting pictures in to  
challenge@junior-kings.co.uk. You 
might see them in next week’s 
Week!

Here’s something special that Mrs 
Lovegrove-Bacon (editor of The 
Week) spotted outside this week: a 
vole in a hedgerow.

Last academic year, some of our 
fencing students and members of the 
Peter Pan Jr cast attended the opening 
of the senior school’s Malthouse 
Theatre and new sports hall, which 
is home to the UK’s largest school 
fencing salle. Pupils tried out the 
new facilities at the event, which 
saw actress Joanna Lumley officially 
opening the complex.

In what country would you find this 
little dog statue? Were you paying 
close attention in Mrs Károlyi’s 
assembly on Monday?

The answer can be found later in 
this edition of The Week.

A Red, Red Rose

O my Luve’s like a red, red rose, 
That’s newly sprung in June: 

O my Luve’s like the melodie, 
That’s sweetly play’d in tune.

As fair art thou, my bonie lass, 
So deep in luve am I; 

And I will luve thee still, my dear, 
Till a’ the seas gang dry.

Till a’ the seas gang dry, my dear, 
And the rocks melt wi’ the sun; 

And I will luve thee still, my dear, 
While the sands o’ life shall run.

And fare-thee-weel, my only Luve! 
And fare-thee-weel, a while! 

And I will come again, my Luve, 
Tho’ ‘twere ten thousand mile!

Robert Burns

http://www.junior-kings.co.uk
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Get from the start to the finish by following the chain of animals. The last 
letter of each animal’s name is the first letter of the next. We’ve joined up the 

first two for you and shown you where the end is. Words can go backwards! 
The solution can be found on the next page.

Word Safari

D G N O C L E P S E Z C U Y F

O G Z N F E K H K A X M H P A

F I R A F H I A V U P B Q O K

P U Q I N I C N T Z G D E Y L

E B K L I S A S O R T O L K P

J P B A N T R E N P E I S E E

R B M I D L S J C G I W R A M

S L L C H B E L B U L H M I J

C S D R T W E W L L C I L G P

I B D D U J N O I E W K E R A

D B Y K R A M O S M L L H F H

O F C M K E Y L G A L N W S G

P P I B O F A K P G I B U A B

R G I I H S J A N R O O T T K

P E A L R E N N G A K E M E R
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Answers

Where in the World
This statue is of a Skye Terrier named Greyfriars 
Bobby and it can be found in Edinburgh, Scotland. 
Bobby was known in 19th-century Edinburgh for 
spending 14 years guarding the grave of his owner. 
This commemorative statue was built in his honour.

Word Safari

Happy Birthday!

We wish a very happy birthday to the following 
pupils who have their birthdays next week.

31 January
Ayoyimika A 

Hannah M

2 February
Hanshuo Z

3 February
Madhu D 
Nikky J

5 February
Zen H
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Last week, we showed you some of the new things 
members of Year 7 have tried as part of their PSHE 
challenge to try something different. This week, we 
have some fabulous pictures from Sophia (7D), who 
has turned out these sophisticated bakes, Mrs De 
Wilde-Gray, who tried her hand at making pasta at the 
weekend, and Anaïs (7C), who baked delicious muffins.
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