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The weekly newsletter for
The Junior King’s School, Canterbury

18 September 2020

From the Head
The term is most definitely in full swing
and it has been a busy, but rewarding,
first full week back as the pupils and staff
have started to settle back into school life.
Everyone is adapting to the new norms at
this time, and I am impressed at the way
that the children are following all the new
safety routines. Regular hand washing and
social distancing are very important and
are regularly reinforced. Our Upper School
children are wearing masks in communal
places and taking responsibility in protecting
others. We are grateful to you as parents
for taking your children’s temperatures
each morning and erring on the side of
caution if they are feeling unwell. There is a
(non‑Covid) winter cold/flu‑like virus
going around, so please keep your children
off school until they are feeling better.
It was delightful to meet and welcome
many of our new parents at our online
Cream Tea event, organised by our Friends
Committee last weekend. We also enjoyed
the new opportunity of having both day and
boarding parents in attendance online at
our Parents’ Welcome Evening last Friday.
Tomorrow (Saturday) we invite all Middle
School parents to the King’s Information
Webinar at 11am. The registration link for
this was sent by email to all parents with
children in Years 5 and 6. There is still time
to sign up and join ahead of tomorrow.
Our charitable work is very important,
and we hold our first event next week on
25 September with our Macmillan Coffee
Morning. You will have received, by email,
the opportunity to buy some lovely cakes
and bottles of our delicious Junior King’s
apple/pear juice. These will be brought
home at the end of the day. I do hope you
will support this special cause, if you can.
As exeat weekend approaches next week,
many of our boarders will remain at school
to maintain our boarding household bubble.
We would appreciate if all our boarding
parents would return the forms to Mrs
Jerman as soon as possible to confirm final
travel plans and details.
Finally, thank you for your patience with
our drop off and pick up arrangements in
these different times, and for following the
5mph speed limit on the school site.
Have a lovely weekend.
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Calendar
Saturday 19 September

11:00

Year 5 and 6 King’s School Information Morning

Sunday 20 September

10:00

Service for boarders
Boarders’ activity

Monday 21 September

13:45

Football: U9 House Matches (Round 1)

Tuesday 22 September

15:00

Football: U13 House Matches (Round 1)

13:45

Hockey: U9 House Matches (Round 1)

15:00

Hockey: U11 House Matches (Round 1)
Football: U11 House Matches (Round 2)

9:00

HPV immunisation for Year 8 girls and boys

Wednesday 23 September
Thursday 24 September

Friday 25 September

ABRSM and TCL music exams closing date
FJKS Remote Macmillan Coffee Morning
First exeat: no Saturday school (4:15 Junior House; 4:45 Years 5-8)

Junior House
Stars of the Week
3AW: Charlie
3L: Amory
4M: Kayesha
4W: Freya

Boarders get arty
With trips off‑site on hold for the
time being, our boarders will be
enjoying a series of fun weekend
activities. Last weekend, Mrs
Sylvester helped everyone in the
boarding houses make their own
unique feathers. These are now on
display for everyone to enjoy in the
main school corridor. Don’t they
look bright and colourful?
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Assemblies
Until we can be together as a school in the Barn again,
our assemblies are being conducted virtually. Video
assemblies will be screened directly into form rooms
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays to
ensure that everyone can stay in their assigned bubbles
whilst feeling part of the whole school community.
Our normal term‑time assemblies and services explore
a wide variety of ideas and themes and are designed to
be thought‑provoking and informative. Our pandemic
programming is no different: Monday assemblies will
be held by Mrs Károlyi; Wednesdays and Fridays will
be headed by a rota of teaching staff who will focus
on different themes; and Thursday will be our weekly
chapel service, led by Rev’d Lindsay Collins in the
Barn. Selected bubbles will attend this live service on a
rota each week, where they will also be able to enjoy,
in person, the lovely music played by Mr Frost. These
services will also be screened for the benefit of the
other year groups in form rooms.

Mrs Chandler’s Wednesday assembly, streamed live
to the whole school from her classroom, focused on her
top tips for being an amazing student. All pupils were
given a bookmark for their school planners and were
challenged to decorate these in their house colours.

This week, Mrs Károlyi ran her first Monday assembly
on the importance of hand washing, along with the help
of her “sister”, Scientific Susie. We learned about how
germs spread with the help of a lot of glitter, and Year
2 treated us to a song, complete with hand motions, on
washing hands carefully. Great work, Year 2!

The Rev’d Lindsay Collins delivered her first chapel of
the term to the Year 8 bubble in the Barn.

Mr McKeating’s Friday assembly was about new beginnings.
We looked back on the changes that have happened in the
world recently, which have ushered us into a new way of living,
and we talked about how these changes can be opportunities,
as demonstrated by Amina (Year 8), who showed us how she
spent her summer: learning air gymnastics!
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Notices
♦

Please could pupils in Years 3 to 8 ensure they have their own pens, pencils, crayons, rulers, etc. with
them in school every day. Stationery equipment should not be shared due to the current hygiene
restrictions.

Hockey tour kits
It was heartbreaking to have had to postpone our
hockey tour to Holland and Paris back in March. On
Wednesday, the kits for the tour that would have
been were handed over to the Year 8s to wear with
pride. The bobble hats especially went down a treat!

Members of Year 7 in their first Art lesson of the year.
Their new project is “heads”!
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Charity at Junior King’s
Every year, the pupils, parents and staff at Junior King’s donate to worthy
charities and raise thousands of pounds in many different ways, including:
sponsored events, the fête, collections, cake sales and non‑uniform days.
The coronavirus has made fundraising challenging, but we will not
be deterred! Our first fundraising event will be for Macmillan Cancer
Support on Friday 25 September. Children should bring £1 to school and
in return they will be given a special cupcake. We will follow this event
with our harvest collection during the week beginning 4 October. More
details to follow.

Back in the saddle
Zara (Year 8) represented The
King’s School in the National
Schools Equestrian Association
(NSEA) Show Jumping Qualifier
on 6 September at Petley Wood. She
competed at 70‑75cm and 80‑85cm
and went clear. In the 80‑85cm
she was fast against the clock and
eventually came 12th in a class of
58 competitors.

I am pleased to report that this week the MFL department has donated
500 textbooks to a charity supporting schools in Africa.
Thank you for your support with our charitable giving this year.
Mrs Anstey‑Watson
Charity Coordinator

Last Sunday, Zara competed at
Chilham Park in a one‑day event
of showjumping, dressage and
cross‑country, coming second in
her class. An absolutely fantastic
result. Well done, Zara!

Year 7 produced stunning cyanotypes (sun prints) in their Wednesday afternoon activity.
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Meet the staff: Miss Mitchell, Head of English
I am Miss Mitchell. I spend most of my days teaching English in
the Upper School to Years 7 and 8, as well as supporting students in
one‑to‑one sessions in the Manor House. I have keen interests in film
and reading children’s literature and I have run film and animation
clubs in school. Outside of school, I like going on holiday and I like
finding new restaurants for meals.

How would you describe the
English Department?

What is your favourite memory
from the last academic year?

The English Department is made
up of an excellent, kind team; each
member brings their own interests
and their own area of expertise to
English. When I look at the journey
the children go on in their English
lessons at Junior King’s, from
Nursery to Year 8, it is wonderful
to see the diverse range of books,
plays, and poems they read, as well
as the opportunities teachers create
for students to write their own
creative and non‑fiction pieces.
This is also reinforced in the author
talks the school hosts and in the
brilliant school libraries.

Some of my favourite memories
from last year include seeing
students reading in the orchard and
being part of the school cathedral
services.

What are you looking forward
to this term in the English
Department?
This term, I am looking forward to
the novels we will be studying and
poetry with Year 8. Rory Sunderland
said that ‘poetry is when you make
new things familiar and familiar
things new’. It is always fascinating
to look at something you have
always known, such as autumn,
daffodils or a certain period in
history, and then look at it in a new
light having read someone else’s
perspective on it. Later this term,
we will take part in National Poetry
Day, which falls on 1 October. The
students will have the chance to
write their own poems linked to the
theme “vision”, so I look forward
to seeing what they come up with.
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Happy Birthday!
We wish a very happy birthday to the following
pupils and staff who have their birthdays next week.
19 September
Sabrina L
20 September
Pippa J
21 September
Mrs Bristow
24 September
Chloe J
Max S
25 September
Mrs Cox

Year 5 pupils have been learning about the history
of our school in their Humanities lessons, sketching
our 16th century Barn and comparing it with the
recently‑built Sports Hall to see the differences in
architecture over time. Great work here by Milo and
Tiffany.
We hope that new parents enjoyed the virtual welcome
afternoon video put together by the Friends Committee.
Please do contact members of the Committee to find
out more about all that they do for the school and let
them know if you would like to get involved. It’s a
wonderful way to meet others in our community.
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Arghhh! Shiver me
timbers! This week,
Year 2 had lots of
fun creating and
naming their own
pirate
puppets.
They have also
been learning the
story of Pirate
Tom.

This week in the Nursery, we
learned a new song: the Big
Red Combine Harvester.

This
week,
Reception
explored the school grounds
on a listening walk.

Elodie and Kaira had fun
playing with ribbons and
Noah says when he wakes up
he can’t wait to get to Nursery!
He was so proud of his robot
creation.
Year 1 have been finding out about the physical and human features of
our school environment in our Geography lessons this week. We came
across many beautiful places. Here we are in front of the Music School
and the autumnal acer tree.
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Boarders’ First
Weekend
Saturday 12th and
Sunday 13th September
2020
The boarders enjoyed a
lovely first weekend in
school, making the most of
the beautiful weather.
Sunday’s ‘Selfie Treasure
Hunt’ proved very popular,
as did the creative art
activity and the fun games in
the swimming pool.
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A‑Z of Organisational and Logistical Guidance for Pupils
Activity programme – will hopefully

Hand washing – please do this

Responsibility – has been added to

start after October. Until then, we will

regularly in the new sinks available.

our core values.

It – will get easier once we all get to

Snacks – are handed out in year group

know the new routines.

play areas, not the dining room. Social

be offering supervised prep sessions
until 6:00pm if required. Assemblies –
will be online for the foreseeable future.
Boarding floor – is for boarders only.
Cleaning – there are going to be lots of
changes. We are all in this together!
Departments – pupils that have lessons
in the DT block or Music School will
initially be collected from their form
rooms in Years 3–7.

Just – ask if you are not sure.
Keep left – some corridors are
two‑way. Please walk on the left‑hand
side of all corridors.

distancing – please try and keep your
distance wherever possible.
Toilets – where possible, please use
the toilets within the primary building
that you are in (e.g. Year 8: DT block).

Lessons – wherever possible, pupils
will remain in their form rooms for
lessons and subject teachers will
move around the school. This will

Uniform – pupils will not be required
to wear uniform until October half
term. Pupils and staff must ensure that
all clothing is washed at the end of

Equipment – there is break time

significantly help to minimise the

equipment for each play area. Pupils

movement around the school and will

should not bring in footballs, etc. from

also help us to keep “bubbles” together

home. The exceptions to this will be

within certain areas. Look – after each

during lessons.

tennis rackets and hockey sticks for

other.

Washing hands – we have installed

Masks – colleagues and pupils in Years

four external rows of sinks: in the

girls’ games. Entry points – please
make sure you use your year group
entry/exit points wherever possible.
Fire procedures – as you should know
from our recent fire drill and the notices
in your form rooms, we have changed
the fire assembly meeting points.
Please bear these changes in mind.
Games – please come into school in PE
kit on the days that you have Games/
PE. Pupils will need to keep a small bag
in their classroom lockers containing
their shin pads, football boots/astros
and mouthguards. All games sessions
will initially take place in year group
bubbles.
Health Centre – this has moved to
the Sports Hall and will operate from
8:00am–6:00pm for pupils as needed.
Please try and visit during breaks

7 and 8 must wear masks when moving
around school buildings. Pupils in
other year groups are allowed to wear
masks but they are not compulsory.
Music lessons – please check timings
of your lessons and turn up on time.
Named items – please check that you
have a named water bottle, small
bottle of hand sanitiser, sun cream (as
required) and the normal school items
(pencil case/sports equipment, etc.).
Please make sure that all of these are
named.
Outside – please walk to other
buildings using the outside routes
wherever possible.

each day.
Visors – all staff will be wearing visors

quad area outside Junior House; in
the orchard area next to the Security
Office; by the Sports Hall; outside the
girls’ changing room. Please use these
when you come in from breaks and
lunchtimes. You will also be asked to
use these when you arrive at school
each morning. Water – pupils will be
able to fill their water bottles during
morning, lunch and afternoon breaks
within their zoned play areas.
eXcited – we hope you are enjoying
being back at school!
Year 8s – will be unable to take on
the normal duties within the school.
Over the coming weeks, Mr Stevenson
will be looking to develop potential

Prep – started on Monday 14 September
for all pupils.

leadership opportunities.
Zones – please do remain in your

and lunchtimes if you need to see a

Queueing – please be patient as we

allocated zones during morning, lunch

nurse. Only visit the Health Centre

work through the new lunchtime

and afternoon breaks. Zzzz – get lots of

during lesson time in an emergency.

procedures.

rest in your spare time!
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Macmillan Cancer Support
Bake Sale
Dear Parents and Guardians,
As most of you know, the Friends of Junior King's would normally host a very popular coffee morning in
the school dining hall in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support and their World's Biggest Coffee Morning
initiative. Unfortunately, this year, that cannot take place.
Instead, please find below a link to the FJKS Macmillan Cancer Support Bake Sale.
FJKS Macmillan Cancer Support Cake Bake Order Form
Please fill out your order form by 9pm today, 18th September and transfer payment to the FJKS
account as per the instructions on the form. Mrs Jerman will then deliver your order to your eldest child
to take home on Thursday 24th September, in time for you to enjoy with your coffee at home in support
of Macmillan's Biggest Coffee Morning on 25th September.
If you would be willing to help us fulfill cake orders of lemon drizzle cakes, cupcakes, banana loaves, milk
chocolate chip cookies, gingerbread men, rocky road or chocolate brownies, please get in touch with me
via Classlist. We need bakers!
With thanks for your support and best wishes,
Camilla Roberts
On behalf of The Friends
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2020-2021
Class and Year Reps
Nursery: Jules Burke
Reception: Carolina Wishart and Annabelle Thompson
Year 1: Harriet Carter and Michelle Axford
Year 2: Anneliese Singfield

Year 3: Katie Linforth and Emma s'Jacob
Year 4: Ellie Jarlett and Camilla Roberts
Year 5: Angela Richmond Fuller
Year 6: Eni Obiora, Charlotte Clarke and Helen Stanwell
Year 7: Jane Head
Year 8: Rachel Brett and Camilla Roberts

Thank you for taking on the role!
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