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The Junior King’s School, Canterbury 24 May 2019 

From the Head 

This has been a wonderfully busy week 
leading up to half term.  Mr McKeating 
and I led an assembly on the history of 
Junior King’s today, starting back in 1879 
when the Junior School was a department 
of The King’s School and was situated in 
the Precincts.  We presented old photos to 
demonstrate the last 90 years on our 
current site in Sturry, showing how life 
has changed at the school, but also how 
some things have stayed the same…. such 
as the house parrot names! 

Upper School enjoyed a visit last Friday 
from Dan Caplen, Mrs Caplen-Spence’s 
talented son, who is making a very 
notable name for himself in the 
performing arts and song writing world, 
and who was nominated recently for two 
Brit Awards.  He answered questions and 
inspired everyone, and we enjoyed 
hearing him sing.  He gave an inspiring 
message to everyone present about 
developing your talents and talked about 
the hard work and perseverance needed 
to fulfil your dreams.  What an accurate 
message and it was a privilege to meet 
him. 

We are entering the summer exam and 
assessment season at Junior King’s but we 
have a programme of exciting trips 
planned for the post-exam time, and we 
are looking forward to many events in the 
coming weeks.  While there is a need for 
revision over half term for our Upper 
School pupils, it is also vitally important 
to break up the academic work with rests 
too in preparation for what lies ahead. 

Year Six have been away over the last 
three days, camping at Kingsdown, and it 
was a pleasure to visit them there on 
Wednesday for dinner – they have been 
lucky with the best weather for this trip.   
Year 5 enjoyed their day trip to Dover too 
this week. 

Nursery had an enchanting Teddy Bear’s 
picnic: there was delicious food and song 
singing, and it was lovely to meet some of 
our prospective parents and children in 
Nursery starting in September.  I am 
looking forward to the Year 1 French 
afternoon. 

I hope that you all have a relaxing half 
term week and I look forward to 
welcoming you all back in June. 

Year 6 Camping 
Trip to Kingsdown! 
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Junior House 
Stars of the Week! 

3AW: Daniel 

3L: Shino 

4C: Romilly 

4M: Chloe 

4W: Honor 

From the Chaplain 

Throughout this week, the chaplaincy has been transformed into a prayer space.  
Children have been invited to come and spend some of their break time engaging in 
the activities and exploring ways of praying.  There have been a range of 'stations' in 
the prayer space, each with a slightly different focus and theme.  The children could 
pick the one they were interested in and complete the simple task.  Stations included 
writing down things we were sorry for and throwing them in a bin, praying for the 
world using an inflatable globe and using paints to make fingerprint art.   

A good number of children came up through the week and seemed to really enjoy time 
in this peaceful space.  The prayer space will continue through the week after half 
term, maybe the perfect spot for Year 7 and 8 pupils as they work through their exams! 

Below left and below: Upper School were delighted to welcome Dan Caplen to their assembly last Friday.  
We were especially pleased to hear that he had won an Ivor Novello award, the PRS For Most Performed 
Work for the song ‘These Days’ which he co-wrote with Julia Bunetta, Macklemore, John Ryan, and Jamie 
Scott. Congratulations, Dan, and thank you for coming to visit us. 

From the 
Music Department 

The Visiting Music Teachers’ Charity 
Concert is a great opportunity to hear 
some of our very talented music staff 
perform their instruments.  It will take 
place on Sunday 9th June at 5pm in the 
Recital room, and there will be pieces for 
clarinet, timpani, double bass, songs, 
piano pieces and, if he gets a bit of time 
to practise, an appearance from the 
Director of Music!  The concert is free but 
there will be a collection at the end for 
the ‘Sounding Out’ project, which is 
being run by the King’s School to support 
musical instrument learning in local 
primary schools.  All are welcome to 
attend this event and please bring friends 
and family with you. TFr 
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The Willows’ butterflies had an exciting 
adventure to look forward to this week.  
We chose a nice sunny day to set them 
free.  We had been observing them since 
they were tiny caterpillars, they 
transformed into butterfly cocoons and 
then very soon, they emerged as 
beautiful butterflies.  We know they will 
enjoy being amongst flowers, so we 
searched the grounds of JKS to find the 
best place for them to gather nectar.  The 
life-cycle continues and our butterflies 
will lay eggs, which will turn into 
caterpillars, then cocoons and then more 
butterflies! 

Year 1 children have been getting their hands dirty and planting some beautiful gardens.  Every one of us designed our garden to 
include ‘physical’ and ‘human’ features.  We planted tiny flowers and ‘shrubs’ and designed sculptures, steps and paths to 
demonstrate our understanding.  This has been a particularly interesting topic and we have observed many natural, ‘physical’ 
features around us at home and here at JKS.  We have also been able to spot various ‘human’ features.  Can you name some in your 
own garden? 

We welcomed our new Nursery friends 
and their much-loved bears to our Teddy 
Bears’ Picnic on Thursday.  On a 
gloriously warm day, we went out into 
the garden to sing our favourite songs 
and recite nursery rhymes, before settling 
down to an afternoon of play and picnic 
food.  Everyone had a lovely time – 
especially the teddies! 
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Pre-Prep Notice Board  

 Friday 7th June – Sports Day.  Nursery Sports Day from 9.00am to 10.00am in the playground.  Pre-Prep 
Sports Day from 1.15pm to 3.00pm on the sports field.  Make a date and come and cheer your children on! 

 Tuesday 11th June – Year 2 trip to Natural Pathways.  Keep an eye on the weather as the whole day will 
be outside.  Sun cream if it’s sunny – a hoodie if it’s chilly and we will pray for no rain! 

 Friday 14th June – Exeat.  There will be no clubs this afternoon and Late Club will be open until 4.00pm 
only. 

 Monday 17th June – Welcome Morning for new families and a busy morning for us all, as children will 
spend the morning with their new teachers in their new classrooms.  There will be an additional opportunity 
for our Year 2 children to experience life in Year 3 the following morning, Tuesday 18th June. 

 Tuesday 18th June – If your child is moving up from our Nursery to Reception in September, make a date 
for a Welcome Evening at 6.30pm.  This will be an opportunity for you to find out about what your child’s 
teacher has in store for their learning next year. 

As the Nursery Mini-Beast topic came to a close this week, it 
culminated in the dramatic release of our tadpoles back into the 
wild. We have been watching them closely and had been told 
they would turn into frogs, but it was hard to imagine that they 

would!  So it was a big surprise when we spotted that some of them had suddenly sprouted tiny little frog legs!  We can’t keep them 
in our tank for half term, so Mrs Nugent carefully released them.  Bye bye, baby frogs.  Perhaps we will see you when you are all 
grown up! 

We welcomed Miss Katy from Perform again this week and all our 
children enjoyed a drama workshop with the theme of Peter Pan and the 
Mermaids.  We have to concentrate hard to listen for instructions and 
perform our roles well in a very short time!  Thank you, Miss Katy, for a 
great day of drama. 

In Year 2, we have been learning a lot about Bertie, our tortoise.  We researched online and in the many books we have in Pre-Prep 
about tortoises.  We discovered he likes to stay warm under his hot lamp because he is a cold-blooded reptile.  He is a herbivore, so 
he only eats vegetables.  Bertie is a Russian tortoise and in the wild, he would live in Asia and the Middle East.  He is almost 5 and 
has grown a lot since he arrived in Pre-Prep.  He will probably live until he is about 50, but in the wild, he could live for 100 years!  
He has 4 toes on each foot, scales, ear holes and a large shell.  He doesn’t have any teeth – instead, he mashes his leaves in his 
mouth! 
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Above left and right: Anaïs wrote a letter to Mrs May, the current UK Prime Minister and received back a response. 
Below: Yesterday, Year 5 visited the wartime tunnels at Dover Castle and also the Battle of Britain Museum. This picture shows the whole year in front of one of 
the planes on display at the museum. 
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Above: The Year 7 boarders in Kipling have been putting together presentations to help them in their future roles of responsibility when they are in Year 8 next 
year.  They looked at subjects such as the use of gadgets, a poster for new boarders, screen time ,integration ,the use of free time, trips and outings, possible new 
committees and things they would like to change in the school. 

Sports Results 

Saturday 18th May 

Girls’ Cricket 

U13A v Wellesley House 

Wellesley House won 

U13B v Wellesley House 

Wellesley House won 302 - 287 

Player of the Match: Alexandra & Naeto 

U11B v Wellesley House 

Wellesley House won 267 - 242 

Player of the Match: Pani 

Boys’ Cricket 

Colts A v Wellesley House 

Junior King’s won by 29 runs 

Player of the Match: Aska 

 

 

 

Wednesday 22nd May 

Girls’ Cricket 

U13A v Northbourne Park 

Junior King’s won 281 - 234 

U13B v Northbourne Park 

Northbourne Parke won 334 - 304 

Player of the Match: Woohyun & 

Alexandra 

U10 v Spring Grove 

Spring Grove won 242 - 238 

Player of the Match: Olivia 

U10 v Lorenden 

Lorenden won 239 - 231 

Player of the Match: Lottie 

Boys’ Cricket 

2nd XI v Yardley Court 

Yardley Court won by 8 wickets 

Player of the Match: Martin 

3rd XI v Yardley Court 

Junior King’s won by 9 wickets 

U10A v Ashford School 

Ashford won by 9 wickets 

Player of the Match: Joshua & Jack 

Girls’ Tennis 

U13B v Sevenoaks 

Junior King’s won 6 - 3 

U12B v Sevenoaks 

Junior King’s won 6 - 3 

 

Thursday 24th April 

Netball 

U9A v Ashford 

Junior King’s won 267 - 261 

Player of the Match: Lizzy 

Dear Parents, 

The King’s Society warmly invites parents of pupils at the Junior School to an informal coffee morning at the stunning new 
Malthouse on Thursday 13th June at 10.30am.  As well as introducing parents to this  amazing new theatre, this will hopefully be a 
nice introduction to The King’s Society.  Some of our committee members will be present and would be very happy to ask any 
questions that you might have.   

Please do register your interest with Mrs Elizabeth Jerman if you would like to join us. 

I very much look forward to meeting you. /Ali Huntrods, King’s Society Manager 
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Congratulations to the winner of our Planner Competition, Lilibet, 8MK. In 2nd place, was Edward’s, 5S, design, with Alex G’s, 6D, 
photographic montage shield coming in 3rd place.  All entries to the Planner Competition will be available for you to view on our 
Facebook page. 
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Left: Lilibet’s winning design. 
Above: Edward’s second place design. 
Below: Alex G’s design came in 3rd place. 

Junior King’s Planner Competition 
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Calendar  

Saturday May 24th  Half Term 
 
Sunday June 2nd 18:00 Boarders return & supper  
 
Monday June 3rd 12:30 Year 1 SMT Work Review 
 13:45 Girls’ Cricket: U9 House Matches (Round 2) 
 13:45 Boys’ Cricket: U9 House Matches (Round 3) 
 15:00 Girls’ Cricket: U11 House Matches (Round 2) 
 15:00 Boys’ Cricket: U11 House Matches (Round 2) 
 
Tuesday June 4th  Common Entrance Examinations Week 
  Year 7 Examinations 
  8L Trip to see ‘The Woman in Black’ 
  Year 6 Trip to Lullingstone Villa 
 
Wednesday June 5th  Common Entrance Examinations Week 
  Year 7 Examinations 
 08:30 PAUSE 
 14:00 Boys’ Cricket: Colts A & B (H) v St Edmund’s 
 14:00 Boys’ Cricket: U12 XI (H) v Wellesley House 
 14:15 Girls’ Cricket: U11A, B & C (A) v St Lawrence 
 14:15 Girls’ Cricket: U13 (H) v St Edmund’s 
 
Thursday June 6th  Common Entrance Examinations Week 
  Year 7 Examinations 
  8L Trip to the British Museum 
 14:00 Boys’ Cricket: U9A & B (A) v Kent College 
 14:00 Boys’ Cricket: U9C & D (H) v Kent College 
 
Friday June 7th  Common Entrance Examinations Week 
  Year 7 Examinations 
 08:20 Friends’ Coffee Morning 
 12:30 Upper School Barbecue 
 15:00 U13 Girls’ Inter-House Sport Event (Round 3) 
 15:00 Boys’ Cricket: U13 House Matches (Round 3) 
 16:30 Cricket: 1st XI v Staff & Parents followed by Barbecue 
 16:30 Girls’ Tennis/Rounders: U13 (H) v Staff & Parents, 
   followed by Barbecue 
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