
 

The Junior King’s School, Sturry, Canterbury, Kent CT2 OAY - T: 01227 714000 -      : @JuniorKingsSch www.junior-kings.co.uk 

No. 434 
 
The weekly newsletter for 
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From the Head 
The last week of term always marks the 
culmination of activities and hard work.  This 
week has been just that, and one of the best 
things about being a Head is seeing this all 
come to fruition and having the opportunity 
to attend all the events. 

The Snow Queen heralded the first day of 
spring.  It was a magical play of drama, 
dance and singing which displayed so much 
talent in Junior House and captivated the 
audience of supportive parents and staff. 

It was a joy to witness so much aquatic talent 
at the swimming galas this week.  We look 
forward to the development of our pool at 
Junior King's, when we have raised enough 
funds.  This will allow us to both improve 
our swimming provision for our pupils and 
to host our own galas in the future. 

I visited the girls' boarding house meeting 
this week where I was asked many questions 
and listened to the girls' thoughts and ideas 
about Junior King's.  I will visit the boys' 
house in the coming term and listen to their 
perspective.  I thoroughly enjoyed the 
boarders' talent show this week: there was a 
variety of contributions, ranging from 
spectacular diabilo to magic tricks and, of 
course, plenty of music. 

I loved the Pre-Prep French Spectacle on 
Thursday.  The Year 2s gave an enchanting 
presentation, and they spoke so confidently 
and fluently in French.  My thanks to the 
staff involved. 

The Ensembles concert last night showed off 
the diversity and enthusiasm of the pupils in 
their music making.  Music is flourishing at 
Junior King's and this has to be one of the 
best and highest standard school concerts I 
have ever attended.  My thanks to all the 
music staff for their dedication and hard 
work.   It was a joy and an honour to be able 
to perform in the orchestra myself amongst 
the children, to play a part in their musical 
journey and to share their excitement. 

We gave out a large number of prizes and 
certificates in Assembly this morning and, of 
course, presented the famous parrot.  
Congratulations to Kakas on their victory!  

All in all, it has been a highly productive and 
busy term for everyone.  I wish all our Junior 
King's families a lovely Easter.  We look 
forward to welcoming you all back for the 
start of the summer term. 

Bonne Vacance en France! 

Last Friday saw Y6 set off to France after a relatively early start with high hopes.  A 
smooth journey to Folkestone and the intrigue of driving onto (and through) the train 
was a taste of things to come. Full report on page 3. 

Kakas Victorious Again! 

Following on from their success last term, 
the Kakas continued their winning streak 
by claiming the Parrot again this term.  
By winning all cups contested, excluding 
the Girls’ Games and Inter-House Maths 
Challenge, which were both won by 
Macaws, they were the resounding 
winners this term.  The big question is, 
can they keep the parrot for the whole 
academic year?!  We’ll have to wait and 
see. 

http://www.junior-kings.co.uk
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Sports Noticeboard 

Congratulations to Matt Stonier (OJKS) who represented Kent at the England Schools 
Cross-Country event on Saturday 17 March.  The top 8 runners from every county in 
England (242 boys) competed in the event with the aim to represent England Schools.  
Matt ran incredibly well to finish in 2nd place by completing the 5km course in 17:35.  
He has been selected to run for the English Schools against Wales, Scotland and 
Ireland in Nottingham on Saturday 24 March.  

Sports Results 

Wednesday 9th March 

Netball 

U11B v Lorenden 

Lorenden won 10 - 4 

Players of the Match: Feranmi & Jessie 

U11C v Lorenden 

Junior King’s won 11 - 1 

Player of the Match: Emmie 

 

Thursday 10th March 

Boys’ Hockey 

U8A v Ashford 

Junior King’s won 4 - 2 

Players of the Match: The Whole Team 

Inter House Maths 2018 

On Tuesday morning, we held the annual Inter House Maths Challenge in the sports 
hall.  This team challenge is a premier house event and one of the highlights of the 
Lent term.  The children look forward to it with much anticipation and excitement. 

Every pupil in the school takes part and each maths problem answered correctly gives 
points to the respective houses.  After a great amount of co-operative problem solving 
and plenty of running to get the answers checked, the results were as follows: 

Junior House: 

1. Macaws 

2. Keas 

3. Cockas 

3. Kakas 

Middle School: 

1. Cockas 

2. Macaws 

3. Keas 

4. Kakas 

Upper School: 

1. Keas 

2. Macaws 

3. Kakas 

4. Cockas 

Overall Result: 

1. Macaws 

2. Keas 

3. Cockas 

4. Kakas 

Thank you to all staff involved in the organisation and execution of this very 

successful event.  /GM 

From the Drama Department 

Junior House productions are always a delight, and this year's Snow Queen was no 
exception. We are particularly proud of how well they worked as an ensemble, 

especially during the rehearsals, when we 
were working on putting what they had 
rehearsed in lessons altogether. 

Year 3 made a fabulous chorus, approaching 
every part of their role with energy and 
vigour, and in a production such as this they 
really held the whole thing together. Year 4 
demonstrated some great acting skills, and 
really got to grips with showing a range of 
interesting characters, making the most of 
every moment on stage. This has been such a 
great learning experience, especially with 
regards to teamwork.  Every child made such a 
valuable contribution to produce a fantastic 
end result!  More photos will appear on 
Facebook over the Easter Break. 

For those children in Arabian Nights it is very 
important to get on with line learning over the 
holiday. /IO 
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croissants and chocolat chaud we headed 

off to the market in Le Touquet.  Just 

outside the market we were treated to the 

spectacle of the Rally le Touquet 2018.  

The cars were setting off for an annual 

race around the local area.  Buoyed by 

this example, the students raced around 

the market trying to complete their 

translation sheets and putting as sizeable 

a dent in €20 as they could without 

buying sweets.  The jam stand didn't 

know what hit it!  Then we were whisked 

off to the Mareis fishery museum in 

Etaples.  Our guide for the museum took 

us through how to build a toy trawler 

boat (entirely in French!) before we saw a 

life-size replica of a trawler’s cockpit and 

various creatures of the deep.  We even 

got to stroke some rays and flounders!  

It was then back to the hotel for a 

substantial and, more importantly, hot 

lunch before heading down to the beach 

to take part in the sand sailing activity.  

The spring-like sun of the day before had, 

in typical French fashion, surrendered to 

a bitter cold.  It's amazing what 

adrenaline can do though and the next 

few hours were spent speeding up and 

down the French coastline.  There was 

sliding, crashing, false starting, tipping 

and racing aplenty – adrenaline fuelled 

fun for sure!  The warm coach journey 

home, hot showers and a hearty meal of 

spaghetti bolognaise assuaged the last of 

the cold and set us up nicely for the 

highlight of the evening… the onesie 

party!  There were giraffes, unicorns, 

dinosaurs, skeletons, bunnies and not one 

but two Pikachus (one of whom looked 

suspiciously like Madame Dath!).  Mr 

Mackenzie had put together a fiendishly 

fun Newspaper Quiz which, after 21 

questions, boiled down to 3 teams all 

being on equal points.  A nerve racking 

finale and a great game.  With the 

winners announced, it was time for the 

fun to end and off to bed. 

Our last morning came around all too 

quickly and after another round of 

croissants et confiture we packed the 

coach and made our way to the biscuit 

factory.  Dhardelot Biscuiters is a family 

run bakery that has been producing 

artisan biscuits for over 50 years.  We first 

got to see how the ingredients were 

mixed before seeing a batch of dough 

that was big enough to make 1800(!) 

biscuits go from raw ingredient to the 

finished article; complete with a 

chocolate coating.  Then the pièce de 

résistance, we got to taste them!  It was a 

thoroughly interesting and highly 

delicious way to start the day.  

Our final, and perhaps most impressive, 

activity was then to come. Nausicaa, 

which is the largest aquarium in 

Northern France!  On arrival we had a 

reserved area to eat our baguettes and set 

ourselves up for the next few hours.  We 

experienced 4D cinema, innumerable fish 

(from tiny clownfish of Finding Nemo 

fame to enormous nurse sharks!), 

penguins, caiman, jelly fish, sea urchins, 

starfish, giant turtles and a sea lion show 

where the performers spoke more French 

than Mr Barber!  We got to buy some 

trinkets from the gift shop and left with 

memories that will last far longer.  Most 

poignantly thinking about what the 

future may hold for our seas if plastic 

pollution isn’t reversed (interestingly one 

of our school themes for the term).  

With a final au revoir to Annick and the 

land of Napoleon, Gallic tribes, Joan of 

Arc and Brie we headed through the 

tunnel to the garden of England.  

Apparently, the tunnel was (in actuality) 

a portal to Narnia, or so we might have 

thought given the snowy landscape that 

welcomed our arrival to Blighty.  A short 

drive later we were back at the welcome 

site of JKS and the smiling faces of family 

and friends.  We certainly packed in a lot 

into just three days and the children were 

fantastic, making the most of the 

opportunity and enjoying every minute.   

Cordialement, 

/CB 

Further photos of the French Trip can be found in 
the album on our Facebook page here. 

Continued from front page 

The fish meandered by the windows 

(apparently) and very shortly we 

emerged into the sunny and spring-like 

vistas of Calais.  After picking up our 

guide, Annick, our first port of call was a 

French school, Ecole St Nicolas, in the 

village of Desvres.  We were welcomed 

by the smiling and curious faces of their 

pre-prep enjoying break time then made 

our way up to the classroom where, 

alongside our pen-pals, we enjoyed 

getting to know each other (in French) 

over a tasty packed lunch. 

After lunch our groups completed a 

French/English question sheet and 

played some fun reaction games to 

further test our language abilities.  All 

too soon we said au revoir and merci to 

our new friends and set off again.  Our 

next destination, the goat farm! 

As the beautiful French countryside 

rolled passed we were treated to 

guessing games about strange green 

'nests' in the trees and llama spotting.  On 

arriving at the farm we split into two 

groups who then got the chance to pet 

the goats, milk the goats, create a song 

about the goats and try their hand at a 

balancing game.  It was then on to 

making pain au chocolat, eating goats 

cheese and performing a few of our 

ruminant based songs.  See the charts for 

our entries imminently…  

It was then back in the coach to our hotel.  

Once rooms were allocated and the fire 

procedure was explained (this would 

prove to be a wise precaution) we 

enjoyed a simple and tasty meal of 

chicken and chips before having an early 

night.  Day one over and out.  

A tasty European style breakfast set us 

up for day two.  With our bellies full of 

http://www.junior-kings.co.uk
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From Junior House 

Junior House children had a wonderful 
Science morning on 10th March.  They 
enjoyed exploring the light spectrum 
with Mr Taylor, the wonders of air 
pressure with Mr Lapthorn, testing the 
strength of materials with Mrs Chandler 
and identifying non-Newtonian fluids 
with Mr Barber.  We all learned a great 
deal, while having a lot of fun. 

Year 3 went to the British Museum on 
Friday 17th March.  They explored the 
Egyptian galleries and learned a great 
deal about everyday life in Ancient Egypt 
by examining the paintings found on 
Nebamun’s tomb. 

http://www.junior-kings.co.uk
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On Thursday a group of Year Seven and 
Year Eight students went to Shirley Hall 
to view The King’s School Design and 
Technology Exhibition.  We listened to an 
inspirational talk by Grahame Swindley 
about designing for the future and 
making the most of the opportunities that 
you are given. 

It was a real pleasure to celebrate the 
creative endeavours of students from 
Year Nine to Year Thirteen, and 
wonderful to see the talents of so many 
OJKS students flourishing at The King’s 
School; in fact three of the five prizes 
were awarded to OJKS students, Elias, 
Robert and Franky. 

Back in 2012, when the Captain of School 
was still yet to be given the accolade of 
Head Boy of Junior King’s, a small group 
of keen engineers designed and built a 
car – The Big G.  The group called 
themselves the Soaring Eagles, and with 
the support of myself and Mr. Rees 
(previous Director of Studies), they raced 
the against numerous other schools with 
superb success. 

On Thursday, I was privileged to see one 
of the team awarded the prestigious Rolls 
Royce Best overall project for his 
innovative A-level project.  It is 
heartwarming to learn that he, along 
with other members of the team, are 
looking forward to pursuing Engineering 
and Product Design degree courses next 
year.  It was extremely rewarding to 
know that Junior King’s School has been 
part of their journey and I would 
encourage all our students to make the 
most of the opportunities that they are 
given and the talents that they have.  
Wishing you all a creative and happy 
Easter holidays. 

/AFr 

The King’s School 
Design & Technology 

Exhibition 
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We had a lovely Easter Sing Song 
with our parents in the Nursery 
this week.  We have been 
practising and our performance 
was perfect!  We sang lots of 
Easter songs to our parents and 
then they joined in with our last 
song!  Thank you all for coming, 
we hope you enjoyed yourselves 
as much as we did! 

This week in Year 1, we have been investigating multiplication by using arrays and repeated multiplication.  
We constructed arrays using colourful buttons, coins, teddies and cubes.  Then used our reasoning skills to 
calculate totals. 

This week in the Year 2’s PE 
lesson, we experienced life in a 
Chinese school by doing 
‘morning exercises’.  We had to 
stand in straight rows and follow 
the teacher very closely.  We had 
lots of fun but some of us weren’t 
sure we would want to do it 
every day!  

Happy Easter! 
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Pre-Prep Notice Board  

 SUMMER TERM DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Pre-Prep clubs – begin on our first day back, Thursday 19th April. 

Summer Fete – Monday 7th May.  More information nearer the time. 

Exeat – Friday 11th May - Late Club will run until 4.00pm if it is required. 

International Day – Wednesday 16th May. More information nearer the time, but we 
hope as many of you as possible will be able to join us from 2.00pm. 

Parents’ Evenings – Monday 14th and Thursday 17th May from 4.00pm. 

Year 1 French Workshop – Thursday 24th May from 2.15pm to 3.15pm.  We hope 
parents of Year 1 children will be able to come and listen. 

Sports Day – Friday 15th June – 9.00am for Nursery Sports Day.  The Pre-Prep Sports 
Day will start at 1.15pm. 

Exeat – Friday 15th June – Late Club will run until 4.00pm if it is required. 

Summer Concert – Thursday 28th and Friday 29th June both at 2.00pm.  In a break 
from tradition, there will be 2 performances.  This is because of increased numbers in our 
audience and a need for fire safety, so if you’re making a date for your diary, please select 
just one performance.  Thank you. 

Pre-Prep Church Service – Tuesday 3rd July at 1.30pm. 

 Happy Easter to you all, and we look forward to seeing you again on Thursday 19th April. 

Reception children have been looking at similarities, differences, patterns and change this week.  What 
better way to investigate than the day after the Spring Equinox and the first changes of the season?  We 
went on a walk on a beautiful day to search for signs of Spring.  We spotted new flowers and changes to 
leaves after the winter.  We used our senses to listen for cheerful birdsong.  We gently touched the newly 
emerging buds and discovered some were soft and fluffy and some were hard and shiny.  We sniffed at the 
flowers to take in the smell of Spring before returning to our classrooms to discuss our observations. 
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Calendar  

Thursday March 29th  Football Tour returns 
 
Wednesday April 18th 16:00 Boarders return 
 
Thursday April 19th 08:20 Day Pupils return 
 
Friday April 20th 08:20 Friends’ Coffee Morning 
 09:00 The Milner Voices rehearsal 
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